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conversation with you. Though I have not seen so much
of you of late as in old days, 1 take a great interest in you,
no donbt of that, and I was very pleased to see how good-
natured you were to the girls. You have romped with
them when they were little ones. Now, in a few hours,
you will be master of a great inheritance, and I hope it
will profit ye. I have been over the accounts with Mr.
Giles, and I was pleased to hear that yon had made your-
self properly acquainted with them in del-ail. Never you
sign any paper without reading it first, and knowing well
what it means. You will have to sign a release to us if
you be satisfied, and that yon may easily be. My poor
brother-in-law left you as large an income as may bo found
on this side Trent, but I will be bound he would stare if
he saw the total of the whole of your rentroll, Lothair.
Your affairs have been well administered, though I say it
who ought not. But it is not rny management only, or
principally, that has done it. It is the progress of the
country, and you owe tho country a good deal, and. you
should never forget you are born to be a protector of its
liberties, civil and religious. And if the country sticks to
free trade, and would enlarge its currency, and be firm to
tho Protestant faith, it will, under Divine Providence, con
tinue to progress.

' And here, my boy, I'll just say a word, in no disagree-
able manner, about, your religious principles?. There are a
great many stories about, and perhaps they are not true, and
I am sure I hope they are not. If Popery were only just
the sign of the cross, and music, and censer-pots, though 1
think them all superstitious, I'd be free to leave them alone
if they would leave ine. But Popery is a much deeper thing
than that, Lothair, and our fathers found it out. They
could not stand it, and we should be a craven crew to stand
it now. A man should be master in his own house. You
will be taking a wife some day; at least it ie to be hoped